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SUBJECT: RAY BAKER S RETURN TO NIGERIA 

REF: LAGOS 8403 

1 . FABUNMI TOLD DCM AFTERNOON JULY 13 THAT HE HAD 
RECEIVED WORD FROM THE CABINET OFFICE AND WAS THEN 
DRAFTING A TELEGRAM TO THE NIGERIAN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON, SLUGGED FOR THE AMBASSADOR, WHICH 
AUTHORIZED IMMEDIATE ISSUANCE OF A 90-DAY VISA TO 
BAKER UPON PRESENTATION OF HIS APPLICATION. DCM 
ASKED WHAT DECISION HAD BEEN REACHED REGARDING A 
RESIDENCE PERMIT FOR BAKER. FABUNMI RESPONDED THAT 
IT HAD NOT BEEN POSSIBLE TO REACH A FINAL DECISION AS 
YET BECAUSE SOME OF THE OFFICIALS INVOLVED WERE NOT IN 
TOWN. HE COULD SAY. HOWEVER, THAT THE DECISION ON 
THE RESIDENCE PERMIT WAS "LIKELY TO BE FAVORABLE." 

HE ALSO EXPRESSED FULL CONFIDENCE THAT THE ISSUE CAN 
BE RESOLVED DURING BAKER S VISIT HERE. 

2. FABUNMI REQUESTED THAT THIS TELEGRAM NOT BE 
SENT UNTIL JULY 14 BECAUSE IT WOULD TAKE SOME TIME 
BEFORE TELEGRAM HE WAS DRAFTING WOULD BE TRANSMITTED. 
BAKER MIGHT THEREFORE BE WELL ADVISED TO HOLD OFF 
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UNTIL MONDAY, JULY 17 BEFORE PRESENTING HIS VISA 
APPLICATION. ISSUANCE OF THE VISA WILL ENABLE HIM 
TO TAKE PART IN THE IMPORTANT BOARD MEETING DISCUSSED 
IN STATE 140480 AND WE BELIEVE FABUNMI IS RIGHT THAT 
THE RESIDENCE PERMIT ISSUE WILL BE RESOLVED IN HIS 
FAVOR AFTER HE ARRIVES HERE. 
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